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The American Eagle Foundation Celebrates 30 Years of
"Keeping America's Eagles Flying Strong & Free."
"From humble beginnings come great things."
In 1985, the American Eagle Foundation (AEF) began as a dream from the kitchen table of Al Cecere, originally funded
by coin containers held by volunteers in front of various Wal-Mart stores located in Nashville, TN. Thirty years later, the
AEF has grown into one of the largest nationally-recognized Bald Eagle conservation organizations in the US with
the largest Bald Eagle captive-breeding facility in the world.
In 1990, AEF obtained multi-year corporate sponsorship from The Dollywood Company and cooperated with them to
design and develop the United States Eagle Center at Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. This facility is used for
conducting public environmental education, birds of prey rehabilitation and Bald Eagle breeding/release programs, both
on and off park. The total complex is valued at several million dollars. Dollywood's relationship with the AEF and its
commitment to helping eagles has spanned 25 years and still continues.
The AEF has educated tens of millions of individuals
around the world about Bald Eagles and the
importance of protecting and conserving the U.S.A's
living symbol of Freedom.
Our educational outreach ranges from our Wings of
America Birds-of-Prey show at Dollywood, to
professional and collegiate sporting events and
national corporate conventions, to appearances at
schools & veteran facilities across the United States.
Since 1995, the famous non-releasable, trained freeflying Bald Eagle "Challenger" has made over 400
educational free-flight appearances across the US.
Bald Eagle Challenger Soars over Texas Ranger's Stadium in 2007.

From 1992 through 2014, the AEF "breed-and-release"
program has produced 135 young Bald Eagles that
have been set free into the foothills of the Great Smoky
Mountains in East Tennessee.
Our live HD video cams, featuring captive and wild Bald
Eagle nests in Tennessee and Florida, have captivated
millions of viewers around the globe.
The AEF cares for over 70 non-releasable birds-ofprey annually, and continues to rehabilitate many more
injured Bald Eagles and other birds of prey.

Newly hatched eaglets in the nest of one of our non-releasab le
Bald Eagle b reeding pairs.

The American Eagle Foundation is honored to have
spent the past three decades contributing to the
comeback of our National Symbol, the American Bald
Eagle.
Major AEF Accomplishments: 1985-2014.
However, we are only a piece of the puzzle. We are
grateful for every concerned citizen, conservation
group, and state and federal wildlife agency that has
played a cooperative role in bringing the Bald Eagle
back from the brink of extinction and off the
Endangered Species List.
Bald Eagle Delisting ceremony in 2007 at Washington DC's Jefferson
Memorial with Al Cecere, Founder and President of the American Eagle
Foundation, Challenger, and Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne

AEF staff memb ers
assessing a
rehab ilitated Bald
Eagle.

"Romeo" and "Juliet" (stars of the NE Florida Eagle
Nest Cam) with their 2 eaglets hatched during
the 2014-2015 season.

Two of the AEF's captive-hatched
eaglets flying free from our hack tower
overlooking Douglas Lake
in East Tennessee.

2015 Eagle Grants Awarded
The American Eagle Foundation is proud to announce that they will be giving $100,038 in grant award monies to eight

successful eagle grant applicants for 2015. This is the third year the AEF has sponsored grants for work that conserves
and protects eagles. To date, the total amount of awarded grants exceeds $300,000. We appreciate the important work of
these grantees and are honored to contribute to the continued success of the Bald Eagle.
The American Eagle Foundation uses a blue ribbon “Bald Eagle Grant Advisory Team” to numerically rate all grant
applications. This team consists of some of the most outstanding eagle authorities nationwide.
Pictures below are from selected grant recipients; showing examples of work they do in the field.
We congratulate our successful applicants for 2015!

Photos ab ove are from Maitland, Florida Audubon Eagle Watch's recent rescue on Feb ruary 15, 2015 of an eaglet with scissor b eak. Florida
Power and Light offered the use of one of their b ucket trucks, which allowed this AEF grant recipient to safely remove the troub led eaglet from
the nest. The eaglet has undergone surgery to correct the mal-formed b eak, and the folks at Audub on are hopeful that she will b e releasab le
to the wild.

This second set of photos are from two grant winners - the Delaware Highlands Conservancy, Hawley, Pa, received a grant for Winter Eagle
Monitoring and Public Education. The top two photos, and the photo on the left, bottom row, shows an eagle education project with the Port
Jervis High School. Watching for wintering eagles, accumulating data, and classroom projects are part of the work this group does.
Dr. James Dwyer, Fort Collins, Colorado was awarded a grant to study satellite tracking of Bald Eagles near oil and gas development. An
adult Bald Eagle b rings new nest lining material to his incub ating mate at a nest within 0.15 miles of an active fossil fuel well. Both the well
and the nest have b een historically productive, b ut long term impacts to Eagles are unknown. To help answer questions of long-term impacts,
this project is investigating relationships b etween Bald Eagles and fossil fuel extraction in southwest Colorado.

The American Eagle Foundation obtained funding for this grant program in 2004, when both the U.S. Senate and House
UNANIMOUSLY passed the “Bald Eagle Commemorative Coin Act.” President George W. Bush signed the legislation into
law. Congress authorized the U.S. Mint to mint gold, silver and clad coins, which they sold to the public during 2008. The
American Eagle Foundation continues to make those coins available to the public through its web site.
Sales from the U.S. Mint generated $7.8 million in 2004, which Congress and the President designated to the American
Eagle Foundation to use for the benefit of Bald Eagles. All of the funds generated from Bald Eagle commemorative coins
were set aside to benefit eagles. 75% of this amount was set aside to provide competitive annual grants for eagle projects
nationwide.

Join us for "AMERICAN EAGLE DAY" at
Dollywood - June 20th
Love Eagles? Get your calendars out and plan to join
us in commemorating the comeback of our Living
Symbol of Freedom on American Eagle Day (June
20th, 2015) at Dollywood Family Adventure Park in
Pigeon Forge, TN.
Meet Bald Eagles “Challenger” and “Osceola!" Join
us for our "Wings of America" Bird Show! See our
famous Nest Cam Eagle pairs—Isaiah & Mrs.
Jefferson and Independence & Franklin—inside the
mammoth aviary in Eagle Mountain Sanctuary!
And join us for a few inspiring and educational
presentations given by Bald Eagle conservationists
and experts (TBD).

Wings of American Bird Show Theatre at Dollywood

As of June 20th 2014, governors from a combined
total of 43 states have signed Proclamations giving our National Bird, the Bald Eagle, its own "official day" in their state!
We’re hoping get all 50 states to proclaim American Eagle Day in 2015! Both the U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives have supported and passed Resolutions acknowledging this special day.

Other Important Dates to Remember
M ay 15: Endangered Species Day
June 18-19: AEF Chatter Reunion (Revisit last year's newsletter to see highlights! Join AEF's Empty Nest
Facebook Page for details/updates.

Nesting Season in Full Swing for NE Florida
Bald Eagles "Romeo & Juliet"
The American Eagle Foundation (AEF) is in its second

year of streaming "live" HD video from a wild Bald Eagle
nest in Northeast Florida. For 7 documented seasons,
Bald Eagle pair "Romeo" and "Juliet" have returned to
their nest high atop a slash pine tree to renew their
bond and raise a new family of eaglets. This year, a
second HD camera was added (for a total of 3 HD cams
on the nest), allowing for unparalled views in the daily
life of these eagles. Hundreds of thousands of viewers
have watched at www.eagles.org.

Romeo and Juliet along with Nick and Noel in the nest.
The b ab ies are now almost fully grown, strong and healthy.

On Dec. 23, 2014, the first egg hatched and was soon

followed by the second egg, which hatched on
Christmas Day. A contest was held for AEF members to "Name the Nestlings." 360 members entered the contest. The
named pairs were narrowed down to 5, and then the entire membership was allowed to vote for their favorite selection.
"Nick" and "Noel" were the winning names-- appropriate for the Christmas season in which they were hatched.
The gender of the eaglets is never certain. However, when they reach full-size at 10 weeks old, there are certain indicators
(including size), which provide evidence to make a good educated guess as to whether they are male or female. We do
know that both are strong, healthy eaglets, and they are learning skills they will need to be successful in the wild.
Nick and Noel have recently begun "Branching," or the ability to hop-fly-jump-and-balance on nearby limbs. This will be
followed by "fledging," or their first flight, at about 13 weeks of age.
Many videos have been archived showing special moments from this season: See them here.
If you have not yet watched these eagles, we urge you to do so before they have flown the nest.
Schools Participate In "Classroom Chats"
Several classrooms across the country have found us and arranged for "private educational chats" with AEF's
knowledgeable moderators and expert cam operators. The ages of the students have ranged from 4 years old to high
school. Teachers submit questions in advance to our Classroom Coordinator, Gretchen Butler, who in turn shares them
with the moderators so they can be ready to quickly answer all the questions and be prepared to post informative links,
including videos. The cam operator is an integral part of this virtual classroom, and pays close attention to the topic so
that the camera can show the students specifically what is being discussed. It has been extremely gratifying to hear how
the students and their teachers have responded to this experience. Many regular visitors to our chat forum "perch" (watch
but do not chat) during these private chats and learn along with the students.

"Challenger" the Bald Eagle Soars at NFL Games
Fall means Football for American Eagle Foundation (AEF) staff and Bald Eagle "Challenger." Challenger is loaded into his
custom-made carrier, carefully placed inside a Delta plane, and flown to a variety of stadiums across the nation. Hundreds
of thousands of sports enthusiasts are inevitably captivated as they watch this famous non-releasable, free-flying Bald
Eagle, the U.S.A's living symbol of Freedom, soar majestically over their heads and into the stadium as the Star Spangled
Banner is performed during pre-game festivities.
For the first time in AEF history, Challenger wore a special action cam on his back at several of these events, giving
viewers a close-up "eagle-eye" view of his flights. WBIR Channel 10 News interviewed AEF President Al Cecere about this
new technology.

Challenger is held b y Spencer Williams b efore release at the
playoff game b etween the Colts and Bengals Jan. 4, 2015.

A soul-stirring moment as Challenger flew over the
crowd at the Eagles-Cowb oys game on Dec. 14
while the National Anthem played.

Challenger wore an action cam at several events this season,
giving viewers an eagle-eye view of his flight!

Laura Sterb ens catches Challenger after his flight at the
Texans - Bengals game on Novemb er 23.

Bald Eagle "Challenger" Collegiate and NFL Appearances
University of M ichigan vs. M iami (Ohio) - September 13, 2014 (At the University of Michigan)
Philadelphia Eagles vs. Washington Redskins - September 21, 2014 - (Lincoln Financial Field In Philadelphia)

Philadelphia Eagles vs. Carolina Panthers - Nov. 10, 2014 - (Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia)
Tennessee Titans vs. Pittsburgh Steelers - Nov. 17, 2014 - (LP Field in Nashville)
Houston Texans vs Cincinnati Bengals - Nov. 23, 2014 - (NRG Stadium in Houston) - This was the first time in
NFL history where Challenger wore an action camera during a flight into a stadium. The spectacular video was
picked up by NBC, Fox, CBS, Yahoo, and many other media outlets, and reported as "trending" on the NBC Today
Show Tuesday, Nov. 25. USA Today said, "Before the Bengals-Texans game Sunday, a Bald Eagle named
Challenger flew around the stadium wearing a GoPro camera, and the end result is one of the most American videos
we've ever seen." NBC Channel 10 in Philadelphia said, "The only bad thing about this video is that the team named
after the bird didn't do it first."
Philadelphia Eagles vs. Dallas Cowboys - Dec. 14, 2014 (Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia)
Indianapolis Colts vs. Cincinnati Bengals - FACEBOOK VIDEO REACHES 1 M ILLION VIEWS - Jan. 4, 2015
(Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis) -Watch this extended narrated video about the process involved in
Challenger's flight, narrated by Spencer Williams and Al Cecere. Terrific highlights - you will feel like you were there!

Challenger the Bald Eagle Attends Other Events Around the Country

American Eagle Foundation Participates in Field and Stream Grand Openings
In October, Bald Eagles "Challenger" (pictured above), "Mr. Lincoln," and "America," were important guests at the Grand
Openings for three "Field & Stream" outdoor stores located in: Altoona, PA; Rochester, NY; and Horseheads, NY. Prior to
these appearances, AEF had participated in several other Field & Stream openings.

Start Your Engines! Challenger Flies at the AAA Texas 500 Race at Texas Motor Speedway
On November 2, 2014, Challenger flew overhead at the Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth as the Air National Guard's
"Band of the South" performed the National Anthem prior to the NASCAR race. Partly sunny skies and a temperature of 69
degrees made it perfect weather for Challenger. He performed magnificently!

Ak-Sar-Ben Coronation & Scholarship Ball
- Omaha

Challenger Appears on "Late Show"
with David Letterman and Jack Hannah - NYC

Bald Eagle Challenger is released b y Al Cecere, president of
the American Eagle Foundation, during the National Anthem at
the Ak-Sar-Ben Coronation and Scholarship Ball. Photo: Kent

R-L: Challenger, Al Cecere, Laura Sterb ens, Julia Cecere, and Aaron
Cecere sit at David Lettermen's desk prior to the segment.

Sievers/The World-Herald.

On September 22, 2014, Challenger and the AEF Crew

On October 18, 2014, Challenger made an aweinspiring flight over the crowd at the Ak-Sar-Ben
Coronation and Scholarship Ball in Omaha, Nebraska.
The mission of Ak-Sar-Ben Ball is to promote,
recognize, and celebrate volunteerism, philanthropy,
and community pride. Four-year college scholarships
are presented to Nebraska and western Iowa students
who have overcome great personal adversity and are
in need of financial assistance to attain a college
degree. To read more about the work of this
philanthropic organization, click here.

were invited to drive up to NYC after performing at a
Philadelphia Eagles game to appear on "Late Show" with
David Letterman and Jack Hannah.
At the end of the show, Jack Hannah invited AEF President
Al Cecere to the stage and Challenger soared over the
crowd to his glove.

Educational Outreach
The American Eagle Foundation strongly believes that all generations should be educated about nature, the environment,
and the beauty of Bald Eagles and birds of prey.

L-R b ottom: An AEF outreach program on Feb ruary 7th at Lake Guntersville State Park in Alab ama featured a Birds of Prey show conducted
b y Beth Parker and Brittany Barajas. The event, which educated the pub lic ab out our feathered friends and featured many of the AEF's
educational non-releasab le b irds, was enjoyed b y people of all ages! In Photo 1, Beth presents Cujo, a male b lack vulture; In Photo 2,
Brittany holds Tecumseh, a non-releasab le Golden Eagle.

In Sevier County, where the American Eagle Foundation (AEF) is located, we offer a variety of Birds of Prey shows at no
charge. For several years, the AEF has partnered with a local environmental educational program for sixth graders
throughout the county at the Eugene W Huskey Environmental Center in Pittman Center, TN. Twice weekly, the AEF
conducts a Birds of Prey program for different county school children visiting the Environmental Center.
In addition, the AEF presents many other Birds of Prey shows at venues such as local schools, libraries, parks, Eagle
Scout ceremonies, and veteran & military events.
While on the road with non-releasable Bald Eagle Challenger (and sometimes Mr. Lincoln), the AEF will typically choose a
school or veterans' home to visit. At the schools, students thoroughly enjoy seeing Challenger up close in their classroom
or school gymnasium, and marvel as he performs flight demonstrations right in front of their eyes! In addition, the students
learn about the work of the AEF and other conservation groups with similar missions. At the conclusion of all the AEF
Challenger programs, the AEF presents the school principal or librarian a copy of Challenger, America's Favorite Eagle (a
beautifully illustrated storybook by Margot Theis Raven.)

L-R: Outreach program at the Challenger Elementary and Middle School in Huntsville, AL. It was the 25th anniversary of the school, and also
Challenger's 25th b irthday. The mascot for this school is also the eagle! In photo 2, Laura Cecere Sterb ens holds Challenger while visiting a
military veteran in Pittsb urg, PA.

Nesting Season Begins in AEF's "Eagle Mountain Santaury" at Dollywood
Just as the eaglets inside the Northeast Florida nest decide to fledge, our eaglets at the AEF's bird facility here in
Tennessee will be hatching!

A snowy nest in the aviary at Dollywood waits for Spring - as does nonreleasable Bald Eagle "Independence," perched on a nearby limb.

Non-releasable Bald Eagle breeding pair Isaiah & Mrs.
Jefferson laid three eggs in February, 2015!

Two captive Bald Eagle nests located inside the AEF's Eagle Mountain Sanctuary at Dollwood will hopefully be streamed
"live" over the Internet in HD video around the end of March. These are the nests of "Isaiah" & "Mrs. Jefferson"
and "Independence" & "Franklin."
Isaiah (rescued in Missouri) and Mrs. Jefferson (rescued in Tennessee) are non-releasable Bald Eagles cared for by the
AEF. They are both blind in one eye, and Mrs. Jefferson is also missing a back toe (hallux). They bonded in 2011, and laid
their first egg in 2012.
Independence and Franklin are from Alaska - and are large eagles. They were both shot in their left wings and brought to
the American Eagle Foundation for care and rehabilitation, but were ultimately deemed non-releasable. To date, they
have raised 19 eaglets in their nest!
At the time of this mailing, eagle pair Independence and Franklin still have not laid eggs, but mating and nest building
activity have been observed in recent weeks. However, eagle pair Isaiah and Mrs. Jefferson have laid 3 eggs and eagle
pair Hero and Volunteer (a third nest not on camera) have laid 2 eggs.
The AEF cares for 4 other non-releasable Bald Eagle pairs at their off park facility. These pairs have all laid eggs as of
March 2015.

Annual Aviary Refurbishments
Each Fall, the non-releasable Bald Eagles living inside Eagle
Mountain Sanctuary at Dollywood are "gathered up" for their
annual physicals by veterinarians. While the eagles are away,
aviary compartments are refurbished.
Eagle Mountain Sanctuary is the largest Bald Eagle aviary in
the nation for non-releasable eagles and encompasses
approximately 400,000 cubic feet of space. It is divided into 4
compartments: 3 private nests (with a breeding pair in each),
plus one "pick a mate" section, which houses (at present) 10
non-releasable "bachelor" and "bachelorette" eagles that have
not bonded with a mate.
All three nests of bonded eagle pairs are examined for safety,
and this year, Isaiah and Mrs. Jefferson’s nest got a total
makeover, with natural vegetation added to the man-made
structure.
We feel certain that Mrs. J & Isaiah will feel secure and at home
raising their babies in the Spring of 2015 - which is right around
the corner!

While the non-releasab le captive Bald Eagles are getting their
annual checkup off site, their nests and hab itats are b eing
cleaned up and refurb ished! Seen here is Christian Knatt doing
some redecorating and safety checks to the nest of
Independence and Franklin.

AEF-Fledged Eaglet Spotted in Ohio!
It is always exciting and reaffirming when we hear word
that an eaglet rehabilitated and released by the AEF
has been spotted and doing well. "Destiny," released
from the hack tower on Douglas Lake in East
Tennessee on Aug. 2, 2013, was just recently spotted
by photographer Joshua Anderson feeding on a deer
carcass just a few miles west of Chillicothy in Ohio.
Once again, a patagial wing tag affirmed this eagle's
identity. Destiny was fitted with a GPS tracking
device when she was released, and was tracked by
"Destiny" was seen in Ohio Feb. 14, 2015

satellite for a while before the device stopped working.
Her last known location was Ohio, and it seems like she
has decided to stay in that location.

American Eagle Foundation Receives Award from the First
Tennessee Bank 150 Days of Giving Campaign
In an effort to give back to local non-profits making a positive difference
in the community, First Tennessee Bank conducted an online voting
campaign for individuals to choose their favorite non-profit. In East
Tennessee, the American Eagle Foundation was selected to receive a
$5,000 donation check to further their mission of protecting and
conserving Bald Eagles through the 4 pillars of Protection,
Repopulation, Education, & Rehabilitation.
The AEF appreciates the confidence and trust voters placed in us, and
we pledge to do all that we can to "Keep America's Eagles Flying
Strong and Free."
The $5,000 contribution aided in the continued daily care of over 70
non-releasable birds of prey and also assisted in furthering the AEF's
local educational outreach programs to educate to public about Eagles
and other birds of prey.

Pam Fansler, president of First Tennessee Bank's
East Region, presents a $5,000 check to AEF
president Al Cecere, shown with Eagle Challenger.

Join Our Eagle Family. Become A Member Of AEF!
The lifeblood of any organization is its members. By becoming a member, you help the American Eagle Foundation save
and protect our nation's majestic eagles through environmental education, breeding of captive non-releasable Bald Eagle
pairs, releasing captive-hatched eaglets into the wild, rehabilitating injured eagles and other birds of prey, and supporting
eagle habitat protection.
Membership is available on a number of levels, and there is a special place for you in our family. Won't you please
join us in speaking up and caring for eagles? Thank you so much!
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